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business, and his capacities built up a successful cotton
mill at  New  Lanark.    But he was  as sensitive  and
reflective  as  he was  shrewd and energetic :    he was
appalled by the horrors of the industrial system, and
realized that the optimism that was so prevalent in
this age  of rapid commercial expansion was  utterly
unfounded.    Apply the  Benthamite standard,  he de-
manded,  and  you find  under  the new economy the
immense prosperity of the few and the infinite ignorance,
poverty, and degradation of the many.    Could this be
the greatest good of the greatest number ?    Obviously
not.    Owen, therefore, set himself not only to investi-
gate  practical factory reforms,   but  also  to  consider
ail  the  implications   of  society  and   to   forge  out   a
philosophy  of   his   own.     His   outlook   was   strongly
' rationalist * :   that is to say, he  believed, as   Godwin
had  believed,  that  the   cause  of  human  misery- and
wickedness  was  an  intellectual error,     Men  only go
astray because they do not know the right path.    Show
them the  path and  they will immediately follow it.
Like the Shelley circle, Owen placed his faith in the
immediate perfectibility of man :   at present eyes were
blinded   by innumerable obstacles,  but remove those
obstacles and what might not be achieved ?    Accord-
ingly  Owen  began  as  a  social reformer  and  ardent
educationalist :   his first quest was the nationalization
of knowledge.    From that achievement he believed that
Utopia might arise.
Disappointment awaited him, and he was forced to
a further analysis of Society. He now realized that
education and factory legislation alone would not
suffice : there must be community of interest. And
this is just what the new capitalism seemed to forbid.
The nation was being severed more completely than
ever before into two hostile armies, the haves and the

